
The Giver Vocabulary Notes Chapters 1-5:  
Sweiss, Literature, 2013 

 

Word:   Use of Word in Sentence:  Picture Clue:  Definition/Part of 
Speech/Synonym:  

 
 
1. Rasping 
 

After screaming during the entire Justin Bieber concert, I was 
left with a rasping voice.  
With over thirty years of smoking, he spoke with a raspy 
voice. 
Immediately, the rasping voice through the speakers had 
said. 
Original Sentence:  
 

 

Definition:  
 
Part of Speech:  
 
Synonym:  

 
 
2. Distraught  
 

She was distraught over the death of her neighbor.  
If you want to explain why you are pulling your hair out, just 
utter "Leave me alone; I'm distraught" It'll work. 
Original Sentence:  
 

 

Definition:  
 
Part of Speech:  
 
Synonym: 

 
 
3. Apprehensive   
 

When I approached the V2 rollercoaster, I became 
apprehensive and had second thoughts about jumping onto 
that ride.  
I am always apprehensive before a big test.  
If you just got run over by a crazy bicyclist, you might be a bit 
apprehensive crossing the street 
Original Sentence:  
 
 

 

Definition:  
 
Part of Speech:  
 
Synonym: 

 
 
4. Disposition 
 

Some people have a very calm disposition; while others have 
a very anxious disposition 
Original Sentence:  
 
 

 

Definition:  
 
Part of Speech:  
 
Synonym: 

 
 
 
5. chastise  
 

If you pick your nose, your mom's gonna yell at you. If you do 
it in front of the Queen of England, you mom will chastise 
you. 
Your teacher may chastise you for speaking improperly or 
failing to have subject-verb agreement.  
Original Sentence:  
  

Definition:  
 
Part of Speech:  
 
Synonym: 
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6. vague  
 

If your grasp of physics is vague and you've got a test coming 
up, it's time to hit the books. 
When I asked where you were going, you said, “Somewhere!” 
That is a very vague response.  
Original Sentence:   
 
  

Definition:  
 
Part of Speech:  
 
Synonym: 

 
 
7. murky 
 

The waters of the swamp were very murky.  
The fog around that house appeared murky.  
Your reasons for why you were late are simply murky.  
Original Sentence:  

 

Definition:  
 
Part of Speech:  
 
Synonym: 

 
 
8. petulant  
 

The petulant child threw a temper tantrum in class because 
he didn’t want to color the poster.  
After annoying the lady sitting next to me on the plane, she 
rolled her eyeballs, sighed loudly, and gave me a petulant 
look.  
Original Sentence:  
 
 

 

Definition:  
 
Part of Speech:  
 
Synonym: 

 
9. remorse 

After stealing and eating a cookie from the cookie jar, I felt 
remorse for my actions.  
Do you feel remorse for your impudent actions in class? If so, 
you should consider apologizing to your teacher.  
Original Sentence: 
 

 

Definition:  
 
Part of Speech:  
 
Synonym: 

 
10.  prim 

A southern belle is expected to be prim and proper.  
Prim describes someone who is so concerned with being 
proper it becomes almost fake. If you go to the beach on 
spring break wearing a Victorian bathing costume, you're 
being prim. Clothes can be prim, too, like that long wool 
swimsuit. 
Original Sentence: 
 

 

Definition:  
 
Part of Speech:  
 
Synonym: 
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